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MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT’S FILES 
FROM: PATRICK J. BUCHANAN 

SUBJECT: Republican Congressional Leadership on Wednesday, 

May 3, 1972 8:00 a. m. 


Admiral Moorer briefed this morning; HAK was in attendance along 
with A1 Haig -- though neither spoke this morning. According to 
Moorer, this was a "do or die effort" for the NVN: the enemy's 
325th division was beirg moved out of Laos to be sent South; the enemy 
had fired 700 surface to air missiles; the North Vietnamese were 
hauling some 22, 000 wounded backup the Ho Chi Minh Trail; their 
losses had been extremely heavy, over 300 tanks. They have not 
made a major move in Military Region II; they were taking action in 
Binh Dinh Province, at An Loc they had used as much artillery and 
mortar as at any time during the war; in Military Region IV, there 
was not much difficulty; thus far fighting had been light. We have 
been flying 1200 sorties a day, moving up toward the 20th parallel. 

Hitting both point and mobile targets, working on the 325th division. 

B-52s being used where needed most. 

The "critical thing 1 1 is the "ability of the South Vietnamese to remain 
a viable force" the Admiral said: the "offensive, cannot continue 
indefinitely. " The T-54 tanks require 18 gallons a mile. The performance 
of the ARVN has been "spotty. " The question gets back to "will and 
determination, " The NVN are "shooting the words" this is a "do or 
die" effort. The Soviets have provided the NVN with invasion-type 
equipment. 

The battle has been going on for five weeks. The NVN are led by 
skilled, effective leaders; they have bigger tanks and guns and are 
better supplied for the offensive. The Tac Air and B-52s are the 
equalizers for the South Vietnamese. The offensive has not yet run 
its course; 90 percent of the people of SVN remain in the hands of the 
ARVN. None of the refugees are moving North. The shelling and 
the cutting of throats of South Vietnamese leaders behind enemy lines 
is the "curtain raiser" on what is to come. 
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"If the United States pulled out its air power, South Vietnam would 
collapse within a week. " (PJB unsure if this was RN or Moorer 
quote. ) 

President referred to 500, 000 Catholics murdered or starved to death. 

We have no other choice than what we are doing. The Soviet— supported 
invasion of a small country; there are 130,000 NVA troops in South 
Vietnam. The VC are active again in their stronghold of Binh Dinh 
province. There is a problem about negotiations; hopes don't become 
significant until the battle subsides. "Nobody makes a deal when the 
battle is at its height. " In three to four weeks we should know what 
the outcome will be. The President also noted the near record levels 
of shipping to North Vietnam,the "new types of weapons, " the 200, 000 
tons a month --a lot of it fuel pouring into North Vietnam. 

Then consideration turned to domestic affairs. RN noted the tremendous 
number of "Help Wanted" ads for the unemployed. The House figured 
on getting a rule on revenue sharing within a week. Ford said Wilbur's 
(RN's bill) should pass House without too much trouble. There was 
however a "minimum wagd'bill which was "very bad, " providing $2. 00 
in coverage, plus expanding the numbers of those covered. The 
President indicated that if sent as thus, he would veto this, as well as 
the Child Development measure. The House Republicans were attempting 
a substitute minimum wage, with a Youth Differential, and with a 
staggered implementation of the increases. RN noted, "Just be sure 
you have enough votes to sustain a veto. " 

Aiken said that the 57-15 vote against Fulbright indicated dissatisfaction 
with the Soviet- supported invasion -- and that "Russia's stock is not 
going up in the Senate. " 

Wilson, (Bob) told the President he should encourage the Vice President 
to keep working on the "Do Nothing" Congress --a theme the Veep 
had used of late; the President said, "The Vice President doesn't need 
any encouragement. " 

The President at one point asked Aiken flatly -- "Do you think I should 
not go to Russia? " 

The President here revealed his decision to appoint an interim 
successor to Hoover, so as not to get into a bloody Senate confirmation 
fight, and keep the FBI out c£ partisan politics. 
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Mention was made of the Child Development Bill -- the President 
noted the bunch of "clowns" on that particular committee and said, 
"Nothing would give me greater pleasure than to veto that bill; so 
don't clean it up. 11 


Buchanan 
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